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Getting your keyword density right... 

Keyword density is important and is a balance. Too high and search engines will think you are trying to deceive them. Too low and 
you won’t get yourself up the rankings.  Research suggests a keyword or phrase density of anywhere between 4 and 5 is optimum.  

There are various tools out there to help assess keyword density all of which do a pretty good job.  What do they show? 

 

There is quite an amount of chatter that ‘meta keywords’ are no longer really necessary as web spiders ignore them. I think this is 
correct but I include them on the basis they can do no harm. What is important is the ‘meta description’. This is because search 
engines will often use this as the description of your site under the site link in a search results page. 

 

This screen shows that the Viralweb Ltd home page has a good score for its important two word phrase which is ‘web design’. Those 
words repeat 11 times on the page and have an overall density of 4.65. The T,K,D stands for Title [the words are in the title of the 
page] Keywords [the words are in the meta keyword] and Description [the phrases is in the meta description] 

 

The third screen capture shows the three word phrases. These are important for Viralweb Ltd as it has two major three word 
phrases that describe what it does, ‘Search Engine Optimisation’ and ‘Pay per Click’. These two phrases are spot on with scores of 
5.07. So as far as a search engine indexes are concerned this page is obviously very relevant to anyone who is searching using the 
key phrases of ‘web design’, ‘search engine optimisation’ and ‘pay per click’. 
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